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AT one time thers were two trains a day going through Markham, I+t
had & Treight depct and a passenger depot. The First shipment of freight
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to. “e unloaded at the new townsite was a cargo of whi igkey in k
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with this whiskey, Markham's first saloon was established. It was

housed iIn a tent in the vicinity of FPifth Street and Avenue H. Markham
as

became rnoted for her saloeons /there were ten in number at one tinme.

Since gambling was against the law, there was ugually a hide-away in

the rear or above the salcons. Rice Fisld worksrs and cowboys alike

flocked to the new town on Saturday night. There were Tisticuffs and

a Zew Enifings but only one killing was reported - a drugzist was sup-

£ the town's doctors. Thers was no jail sc
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when somecne geot cut of hand, a box car served as a Jjall until they
could be taken to Bay City.

The new ftown fleourisned gquickly and at one time rivaled Bay City.
In its earlier days it supported five general merchandiae stores, two
drug stores, three warehouses, a rice mill, two lumber vyards, cattle

ML

shipping pens, a cotton gin, two blacksmith shops, twe boarding houses,
a bank, two meat markets, one cafe, a pocl hall, a hotel, three doctors,
and the ten saloons. Mule traders also did = flourishing business. The
mules, which were needed for farming, were brought in by car loads from
fissouri. Corn, oazs, and tons of hay were consumed by the mules and
other work stock sok}éed business was good.

The first pcst office was at Cortes, close toc the west bank of <+hs

the present

Colorado River and approximately cne mile north of/State Highway 35,
The Moore-Cortes Canazl Company had itg headquarters there and a small

bcat was used to transpori mail across the river. Mraz. A, A, Moore
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gwned and operated a hotel s
railread was bullt and the town of Markham formed, the post cffice was
moved to Markham. The Tirst post office was a small wocden bullding
located at Broadway and Fourth Street, across from the bank. Dick
Eobertscen was the firet postmaster and Mrs. Mary Perry worked in the
post office., It was moved from this location in 1662 to its pressnt
location on the corner of Broadway and Seventh Street.

Joe Whiddon built the first house in Markham and alsc rendered 2
great service for hils commun 11ty by dr ng water wells by hand. ¥r,
and Mrs. Grover McElrzath built the first brick home in town. A man by
+he name of Martin Christizn brought the Tirst automobile to Markham.
He purchazed it from a mall order hcﬁse, some say 1t was Sears and
Roebuck. 014 timers say that when he cranked it up the exhaust could
va heard all cver town. This automobile had the appearance of a bugzy
with high wheels.

Mrz, W. F. Jesse (the former Nellie Gullstt} was the town's first
telephone operator. She was one of the few women in the business world
when she became a saleslady in the A, B. Turner Drug Store in Markhanm
in 1908. The telephone switchboard was in the drug store when she be-
came the filrst telephone operator.

The Markham State Bank was established by the first settlers cf the
Markham area and was located on Broadway and Fifth Si. It was cwned and
eperatad by twoe men, Mr. W. A. Furber and Mr, W. J. ILuder. Mr. Luder
also served ag cashiler. The bank closed in the early 1920's and has
been used 28 a residence since., A% one time there was a dance hall atop ii.

The hurricane of 1909 did quite a lot of damage to property and crops

but this was soon Torgotten for the next year the Ccleorade River dried up

and the rice farming was doomed. The discovery of oil saved the town
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from an early death. The oil field furnished employment fgr the idle
rice farmers, bridging the gap beiween the crop failurs and the time
another could be put in,

The Japanese govenment sent cne of ilts well-educated and wealthy
citizens named Katayama to Markham to learn progressive rice farming.
He brought gulte a number of Japanese laborers and acquired 600 acrag
of Zand on the west end of the canal and a few miles west of Markhan.
Mr, Katayama bought rakes and hces and was going to level the land by
hand, but after much persuaéion from lecal rice farmers, he purchased
a land leveler. He bought mules and when he ouitfitted *them with
narnesses, he put a saddle on each one, thinking it pari of the gear,

e and nls men furnished much amusement for the local townspsople,
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r@gan@egs of how much he desired tc learn the American way of 1ife, he
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5till ciung to the ways of his country. He lived here gix years and

at no time was he ever disrespected. It is not known whether he profited
from our American way of life or the methods of rice farming that he
learned.

In 1903 the Moore~Cortes Canal {o. contracted to have a hotel built
to lodge the boom town's impertant business visitors. Cypress lumber
for the censtruction of the hotel was brought from Louislana by barge
across the Gulf of Mexico and the Colorado River to the boat landing at
Cortes. It was then hauled by c¢Xen across the prairie to the cesniter of
the new townsite whers ih .twa'story gtructure wag erscisd, Mrs., Steve
Perry, Sr. became the manager.

Then in 1905, a banker and unmarried businessman from Illinois
named William Alard Purber bought the hoitsl as an investment. His

widowed sister, Mrs. Caroline B. Fisher, came down from Illinois with
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her daughter to run the hotel. Soon afterwards her daughter died of

diabetes, the game ailment which had claime her husbhand
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earlier,
Mrg. Fisher had a knack for entertaining. A siory has it Hhat

she kept a red carpet in the hotel o be rclled cut to the street to
welcome prominent guests ring the rice and cil boom days. MNr.
Katayama was reported to have been the hotel's most distingulished
guasgt, Mrs. Fisher's grace and charm as a hogtess became so well

nown that the "Markham Hotel" became known az the "Figher Hotel™.

In the 1930's teachers from the Markham and Blessing schocla occupied
many eof the rooms. The teachers nesded cooking faclilities of their own
so Mrs. Fisher remcdeled into apartments. Mrs. Fisher was thelir consul-
tant, confidant and friend. Teacher gatherings, Chrisimas partiss for

r

[

the town, summer picnles, church soclals and meoney-ralising events T

Mr, Furber died in 1935 after having lost his fortune in the sicck
ot

market crash during the depression. The hotel was closed for many year

i

and hag been used as a residence since. Furber Switch, a railrcad siding
with cattle lcading pens; was located west of Markham and was named after
William Furber.

A dirt road with wooden bridges followed along the scuth side of the
rallresd westward toward Midfield, The present Farm Road 2431 was later
raved along the north side of the railroad tc Midfield. Early residentis
of the area traveled to Buckeye alcng the present route of Farm Road 1468,

The original road to Bay City left Markham along the present Farm Road

2157 .and then followed along canals to the river. The first bridge
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wiich has since had several sdditions. Blzok students atitended clzzses
in a schoel bullding located &t Avenus D and Tenth Street and later at

regation in 1965. “ In 1830,

fﬂa

the Jefferson School in El Maton until
the Markham High School was crganized, The consclidation of Clemviile,
Northern Headguarters, Buckeye and Markham schools took place in 1935,
students from the Danevang area also atitended classes in Markham for a
shert pericd. The schoeol bulldings in Buckeye and Northern Headgquariers
were moved and placed behind the Markham School. Buckeve's school was
rurchased by the Markham Methcedlist Church, torn down, and ths lumber

.2"

used To add on to thelr exl.sing church, The Tidehaven censolidation
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in 1650 included the Markham Scheool District and students !
high schoel at jthe Tidehaven campus since then. Since 1665, situdents
have attended Junior High a2t the Tlidshaven Intermediats Campus.

The Markham Municipal Gtility District was formed in 1963 and
btrought water and sewer service to the town., In 1%67, the ¥Markham Gas
Company was formed %o supply natural gas to the community.

Today Markham is a thriving town with numersus small businesses.

The population has grown tc near 2,000 with the influx ¢f workers for
the constructicon of the Scuth Tezas Nuclear Power Plant socuth of Markham.

Nearby on Farm Road 2157 is the Marathen 0il plant which was built

in 1951, It is still producing c¢il and gas and drilling of new wells

in the vicinity still goes cn. / /.7

began construction and cperation in 1979. U £ 7 admdaT eELSAR




